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This is one of many sections that contain information, photos, newspaper articles, internet items, etc. 
of the St. Matthews area and especially of Waggener High School.  Many of the items came from Al 
Ring’s personal collections but many people have helped and I have tried to give credit where I can.  
 
The purpose of this “collection” was to create the history of Waggener and the students and teachers 
who were there during my time.  Being retired I now have time to do many of the things I have al-
ways wanted, this project is just one of them.  The collection is continuing today, so if you should 
have old or new information on the St. Matthews area from 1950 to 1962 or Waggener High, please 
contact Al Ring. 
 
All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should 
remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles and photos.   Credit to the source of 
the photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that many items are not identified 
and regret that we weren’t able to provide this information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are 
not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-
Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications.  Books that we have used for some 
information include, Randy, Cactus, Uncle, Ed and the Golden age of Louisville Television, Wag-
gener High School Alumni Directory 1996, Waggener Traditional High School Alumni Directory 
2007, Memories of Fontaine Ferry Park, St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass by Samuel W. 
Thomas, St. Matthews, 25 Years a City Two Centuries a Community, St. Matthews 1960-1995, Wag-
gener Lair’s 1958 to 1962, The Holy Warrior, Muhammad Ali, Louisville’s Own (An Illustrated En-
cyclopedia Of Louisville Area Recorded Pop Music From 1953 to 1983).  
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 

Explanation of the following pages, (Please Read) 
 
This section is on the history of Waggener High School Sports.  
Several alumni have helped by providing information for this sec-
tion along with many articles from The Voice Of St. Matthews and 
the Chit–Chat and a few from The Courier-Journal. We appreciate 
everyone’s contributions.  Also, much of the information is from 
editions of the Waggener Year books, the Lair. 
 
 
 

HELP NEEDED 
 
If you have additional information, photos, etc. please get them to 
Al Ring so they may be shared with the Alumni of Waggener and 
friends.  Your help is appreciated and needed. 
 
You can contact me (Al Ring) at  —      ringal@comcast.net  
 

 



Courtesy Chit-Chat, March 1955: 
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February 17, 1955 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, February 17, 1955: 
 

About That Crazy Basketball Game, by Carolyn Kraft 
 
Man, what a game!  If you were in the Waggener Junior High Gym last Friday night you know exactly what I mean.  If not, 
this is what happened. 
 
The student-faculty basketball clash took place.  To start the festivities, Mr. Carl Markert, band director, introduced the 
teacher cheerleaders.  They were Delirious Delores Crocket carrying a bottle; “Cut-Howl Kate” Kirwan with a horn; Power 
House Patty Lane carrying a lily; Militant Millie Cobb with a bell; and Hazzie Hazel Hayes.  They wore middies, Khaki 
Bloomers, read hair ribbons, heavy cotton stockings, and tennis shoes. 
 
After giving the traditional “Hello,” the student cheerleaders, Shirley Boehl, Irene Baker, Curley Revell, Susie Boynton, 
Darlene Scheibel, Suzanne Pitzer, Sue Abbot, and Claude Nutt, were introduced.  They wore gray Bermuda shorts and 
pedal pushers, and long-sleeved red wool pullovers with gray “W’s” on them. 
 
Then the starting student team, which consisted of Buzzy Dobbins, Steve Simpson, Johnny Libby, Charlie Long, and Bill 
Mowry, was presented to the audience. 
 
The “Buchaus Buckaroos,” then came on the floor.  They were:  P. U. Buehaus, captain, from Paducah University; Bob 
Bauer (O-hi-o U), I’m fine thank you; Speedy Eddie Edelen graduated from college magna cum loudly; known locally as 
the Happy LM Abner of Waggener—Rughead Diersing; Stan Neilson who took one year out to practice shooting; a gradu-
ate of Pillsbury University—when in doubt call Doc Draut (By the way Mr. Draut is the proud father of an eight pound boy 
born last Friday morning); DuKane University All-American from 1908-1918 inclusive was upstanding Dumpy Duncan 
who stands 1 1/2 feet taller than anyone else; from Kentucky’s College of Correction whose theme song is “Home, Home at 
LaGrange,” comes Chrome Dome Baxter; Mrs. Smith (We don’t even know if she can play, but we thought we’d find out); 
and end-lady Jacquie Planck, a graduate of the School of Tree surgery, known as “You can’t sue the college for the trees 
around U,” and voted as the best dressed board of the year. 
 
The officials were Johnnie, wildcat, hepcat, and copycat Lowe and John Mohr, Spike Jones devotee. 
 
After each presentation there was a tid-bit of music followed by a sudden Blur-rr-pp. 
 
Play began, and Libby made the first basket of the game on a neat pass from Simpson.  There was a foul called on the fac-
ulty and Duncan made the first point for the faculty team.  Action continued, and at the end of the first quarter, the score 
was Students 7, Faculty 6.  Foul shots and baskets were frequent in the second quarter, and at the end of the second quarter, 
the score stood Students 17, Faculty 19. 
 
At the half break there was a united cheer by the teachers and kids.  After play resumed, the Faculty team took time out to 
yell with the teacher cheerleaders.  Mr. Mohr came in at the half, Long made the first point of the second half. 
 
Before you knew it, Draut had fallen and everyone was holding his breath with anxiety.  Out came a stretcher and Mr. Draut 
was piled on it and a lily was respectfully laid on his bosom.  While all this was going on, the boys stood at attention with 
their right hand over their hearts while they Funeral March was played. 
 
The third quarter score was 22-26 favor of the students.   
 
In the fourth quarter Duncan broke the tie making the score 34-35.  Bill Cornell followed up with a beautiful shot, and the 
score stood 36-35.  Edelen was fouled for charging.  The ladies were sent in at the last minute and Libby fouled Planck. 
 
With but a few moments of play remaining Planck missed her foul shots and the final score was Students 44, Faculty 35. 
 

February 17, 1955 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, February 17, 1955: 
 

Waggener’s Fearless Faculty To Play Unbeaten Ninth Grade 
 
The Fearless Faculty basketball team of Waggener Junior High will meet the ninth grade team that has won nine this year 
without a loss in a benefit game a the Waggener gym t 7:30 tomorrow night. 
 
Admission is a straight 50 cents and the money goes for the recreation and welfare fund of the school. 
 
Dean of boys Earl Duncan, a member of the fearless faculty team, said the game will be four eight-minute quarters.  “That’s 
about all was can stand,” he said. 
 
Last year, the ninth graders won by five or so points in the lat few minutes when the faculty ran out of wind. 
 
Carl Markert and the Waggener Band will entertain, and so, presumably, will the faculty cheerleaders, who will be the 
women teachers. 
 
Members of the Fearless faculty Five besides Mr. Duncan will be teachers Glen Edelen, Stan Nielson, art Draut, Bucky 
Buchaus, Bob Bauer, Sidney Baxter, Boyce Clayton, and Andy Diersing. 
 
Faculty cheer-leaders will be Mrs. Mildred Cobb, Mrs. Hazel Hays, Mrs. Sarah Wing, Mrs. Janet Porter, Mrs. Mary Ellen 
Thomas, Miss Betty Jo Wells, and other favorite women teachers. 
 
The ninth grade team has beaten Anchorage twice, the Eastern and Holy Trinity freshmen twice each, the Butler freshmen, 
the F.F.A. team of eastern, and the Masonic Home freshmen. 
 
Team members are Norman brown, Barney Sutton, Calvin Bowling, Barry Edwards, Johnny Baker, Billy Jim Miller, 
Charles Blanton, Gary Bockhorst, Charlie Long, Joe Creason, Emil Stark, Dirk Peloff, Jack Hancock, Bobby Marr, Ham 
Cooke, Don Donahue, Lothian Smallwood, Evans McCandless, and Paul Jones. 
 

February 23, 1956 
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Courtesy Daniel T. “Danny” Gray, III, (61) 
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Courtesy of Waggener High School 1960-62’s Alumni—http://www.waggenerhighalum.org/— 
 

1956/57 Sanders basketball schedule along with 1957 
basketball tournament. 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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 April 25, 1957 

Next page— 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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Courtesy The Chit-Chat, October 11, 1957: 
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See next page 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, October 24, 1957: 
 

Waggener ‘Boostar’ drive going well 
 
Ticket sales at Waggener for tomorrow night’s football game with Durrett at 8 
p.m. at the St. Matthews Community Center, show that the students are also 
behind the school’s drive to raise money for athletic equipment and to try and 
bring home victory number three for the Wildcats. 
 
Although she has no exact figures, Mrs. Wood Axton, publicity chairman, said 
the ticket sales were going “very well.” 
 
The purpose of this drive is to raise $1,500 to help pay for Waggener’s football, 
basketball and spring sports programs. 
 
At the game, the fund drive will get into full swing with tomorrow night being 
Waggener Booster Night. 
 
From admissions to the Waggener-Durrett game, which will be $1 for adults 
and 50 cents for students at the gate.  (Student tickets bought in advance at the 
school are 35 cents) part of the money will be raised. 
 
A second way of raising the money is by getting parents, fans, area merchants 
to be “boosters” for a dollar a game.  The names of everyone contributing to the 
fund will be printed in the school’s first football program to be distributed at the 
game.  Those names will also will be printed in the basketball program. 
 
Besides buying tickets the Waggener pupils are helping in many other ways.  A 
Valentine Dance given by the students will climax the drive on Feb. 14.  A tro-
phy will be awarded to the pupil that raises the most money and a gift will also 
go to the boy and girl doing the best job. 
 
There are more than 1,400 enrolled at Waggener and Mrs. Wood axton, publicty 
chairman, wishes that each parent would just give one dollar to the direve.  That 
takes care of $1,400 right there. 
 
The ads of local merchants, solicited by the booster committee, will be spoken 
over the loudspeaker at the game.  According to Mrs. Axton no ads will be pub-
lished on the programs. 
 



Courtesy The Chit-Chat, October 11, 1957: 
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Courtesy Daniel T. “Danny” Gray, III, (61): 



Duncan thanks everyone for support of Waggener 
 

The Wildcats took a terrific beating from Durrett, but otherwise things went pretty well as a crowd of 
nearly 2,000 people attended the game under the lights at the St. Matthews Community Center. 
 
About $900 in profits poured into the P.T.A.’s athletic fund from the sale of programs and mums for 
sponsorships.  That was in addition to the money paid in admissions, some $450 which goes directly to 
the school. 
 
Mr. Duncan said the school was “disheartened but not discouraged” at the 32-6 defeat.  “It might have 
been the flu bug or something else,” he said.  “But you could tell they weren’t ready to play ball.  That 
happens with young boys some times.  You just can’t tell.” 
 
However, he was pleased with the support of the Waggener fans, “I want to thank all the Boosters, the 
Community center, the Booster Committee, The Voice, the faculty and the students, because we re-
ceived everything we asked for,” he said. 
 
“It’s wonderful to work with such enthusiastic people.  We were the winners in the long run, whether 
we won the game or not.  With that type of enthusiasm and cooperation we can’t help but have a good 
school.” 
 
He said the crowd, which he estimated at 1,500 to 2,000 people, was “excellent” for a Jayvee game. 
 
He pointed out the school had 1,290 absences during the week from colds and the flu, and on the game 
day, more than 400 students were out. 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, November 7, 1957: 
 

Waggener closes season by tying Eastern 0-0, by Nick Lamkin 
 
Waggener closed out its first football season in a 0-0 deadlock with the Jayvee Eagles of Eastern at Middletown Thursday 
evening.  This leaves the Wildcats with a 3-4-4 record for the campaign, not too bad for a first year school. 
 
The score pretty well sums up the type of defensive battle it was.  Eastern kicked off and the ball was returned to the Wild-
cat 46.  They moved to the Eagle 44 before giving the ball up on downs. 
 
The Eagles, determined to score, started moving in 10 plays they had moved successfully to the Waggener 19.  Here disas-
ter struck on defensive back Dan Frazier intercepted an eastern aerial and moved to the eagle 24 before being hit. 
 
The Wildcats moved into Eagle territory on the 49, but a fourth down situation forced the wildcats to punt.  Punting artist 
Bobby Leason booted the pigskin to the Eastern 29.  In six plays, the ball was moved to the Waggener 27 with 1:54 left in 
the first half, but wasted opportunity on the part of the Eagles canceled their chance for victory as time ran out. 
 
Waggener kicked off to start the second half.  The kick traveled into the end zone and eastern got the ball on the 20.  They 
moved to the 32 but had to punt.  The boot traveled to the cat 46.  They could not gain and on the third down quick-kicked 
to the Eagle 28. 
 
Five plays later and with the pigskin on the 47, the quarter came to a close.  Eastern’s drive was halted and they had to punt.  
The kick went to the 23 and was returned to the 40. 
 
The Cars, in turn, couldn’t get the first down and had to kick.  The kick traveled to the Eagle 25, but it was fumbled and Kit 
Georgehead fell on it for Waggener.  The Wildcats had a break and 3:31 was still showing on the  clock. 
 
Waggener tried to go to the air but they missed on four straight attempts and the eagles took over with 2:19 remaining.  
Eastern could not get anywhere and punted to their own 40.  Waggener tried again, but to no avail, as the game ended. 
 
The standout for Waggener on defense was Dennie Garber who looked like he was in on every play, and time and time 
again brought down the enemy for losses or for no gains. 
 
Well, it looks like that is all for Waggener High School on the gridiron this year, and I still haven’t found my red hat. 
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November 15, 1957, The Chit-Chat, 
see next page  

November 21, 1957 



Courtesy The Chit-Chat, November 15, 1957: 
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Courtesy The Chit-Chat, December 18, 1957: 
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 January 16, 1958 

January 16, 1958 

 January 23, 1958 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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Courtesy Brad Arterburn (60) 

January 27, 1958, The Chit-Chat 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 

Waggener — Faculty wins over Varsity, by Jinny McMichael 
 
The annual student-faculty farce was staged last week.  Amid the fun, festivities and tomfoolery, some real hard ball was 
played, with the faculty topping the students 51-44 in the last few minutes of play. 
 
The prologue began with a parade of the “Feeble old faculty fellows” cheering section, the faculty, or course.  They came 
and marched around the gym in their nondescript costumes ranging from “widdle kids” in short pants and skirts with big 
bows to the “Earpy Kid” to “Pledge” to “Grandma and his rockin’ chair.”  The faculty cheerleaders were Julian Dorsey, 
who came steaming in on his little read tricycle, Estelle Logsdon, complete with teddy bear, Wells, also dressed as a child, 
and Edward Simpson, who danced a jig as the tide turned toward the faculty. 
 
The Wildcat cheerleaders, Pam Ferguson, Charlotte McKinstry, Marie VanHoose, Sue Evans, Carol Ploetner, Nancy 
Marrillia, Linda Miller, and Mary Carol Coons were introduced. 
 
Then faculty members, Grace Evans and Mildred Cobb, also atired somewhat irregularly, brought in a hoop and proceded 
to claw and tear the paper away and further assist “Crazyleggs Draut,” onto the floor.  Next coming through the hoop was 
“Dunkin Duncan,” “Barker Baxter,” “Charley-Horse Jones,” “Power-House Mohr, who was seated in a wheel chair.”  “One 
Atom, Bauer,” “Shot-gun Gray,” “Calculating” Claude Hughes,” the “Famous Gym Man,” Roy Adams, and the “Head of 
the team and master of the undershot throw,” John B. Lowe.  The faculty performed the warm-up in long underwear and 
wigs and various and sundry other head gear.  The starting Wildcat line-up, Gibbs Reese, Mike Gambill, Brad Arterburn, 
Chuck Armstrong, and Ramey Simpson, was introduced., a cheer (7) from both sides and the game began. 
 
Bert Pence, tenth grade student at Waggener was the M. C. to the evening’s entertainment. 
 
Decorations included the word FACULTY on the appropriate side of the gym and crepe paper, red for the Wildcats and 
pink and blue for the Faculty, wrapped around the railings, surrounding the playing floor.  The band directed by Carl Mark-
ert played for the program. 
 
The evening’s entertainment was really a double feature for those who could come at 6:45.  the freshman girls beat the 
sophomore girls. 
 
Officials for that game were the two faculty girls physical education teachers, Mrs. Planck and Miss Walker, who pre-
formed their duties in kilts. 
 
Ninth grade players wre Patsy Gay, Susie Cooke, Zara Knopf, Fara Perry, Jane Wallace, Karen Garrett, Pam Oliver, Shirley 
Seacrest, Sharon Cooper, Rose Baldwin, Judy Lovelace and Mary Jo Hasty. 
 
Tenth grade participants were Rocky Sullivan, Susan Shawler, Sue Evans, Pat More, Mary Carol Coons, Magi Huber, Ann 
Bell, Carolyn Bishop, Nancy Scheirer, Sandy Lehman, Susan Touroh, and Carol Ploetner. 
 
Freshman cheerleaders whore gray skirts and white blouses were:  Tara ????, Judy Mattox, Nancy Gibbs, Holly Peterson, 
Mary Ann Huff, and Kay Lynn. 
 
Sophomore cheerleaders, who are also wildcat cheerleaders were:  Pam Ferguson, Charlotte McKnight, Marie VanHoose, 
and Nancy Marillia.  During the game they were dressed in  ?????. 
 
The next paragraph is missing and not related to above.  It is about the Beta Club. 
 
Tomorrow night is the dinner sponsored by the ninth and tenth grades, and the Variety Show, sponsored by the seventh and 
eighth grades. 
 
The variety Show sponsored by the P.T.A. will be held at 9 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. to accommodate the student body, leaving 
the 8: p.m. show for adults and parents.  The daytime show will cost 25 cents and the evening show 50 cents. 
 
The menu for the dinner is:  baked ham and fish, escalloped potatoes, green beans, congealed salad, hot rolls, cake, coffee 
or milk. 
 
Tickets for the dinner bought in advance will cost 75 cents for students.  If bought at the door, anyone over 12 will have to 
pay $1.25 and under 12, 50 cents. 
 
Tomorrow is the last day to subscribe for the last four issues of The Chit-Chat, Waggener’s monthly paper.  The price is 50 
cents. 
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Courtesy The Chit-Chat, April 25, 1958: 
Waggener High Sports:                             1958 

 



Courtesy The Chit-Chat, May 23, 1958: 
Waggener High Sports:                             1958 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
Waggener High Sports:                             1958 

 August 28, 1958 
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October 16, 1958 
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December 18, 1958 

Waggener gets year’s 2nd vic-
tory, by Nick Lamkin 
 
Waggener chalked up its second victory 
of the young Champaign with a 66-41 
win over Eminence Tuesday night at 
Waggener. 
 
The Wildcats had little trouble in subdu-
ing the visitors as they led at all stops 15-
8, 32-15, 49-27 and 66-41.  with the 
score knotted at 8-8, forward Mike Gam-
bill made a jump shot to give Waggener a 
lead they never lost.  The Cats began 
piling it on as they attained their highest 
number of points in a single game this 
year. 
 
The Wildcats were let by hot scoring 
guard Kenny Lewis with 13 points.  
Lewis played for about a half, as did the 
other starters, and shot with great accu-
racy. 
 
Second in scoring were ?????-playing 
Chuck Armstrong and substitute guard 
Mel Borland with 11 points each.  Bor-
land who has seen little action ???????? 
turned in a stellar performance. 
 
Following with eight points was another 
sub. Steve Mowry.  Mowry likewise, had 
not seen much action this season. 
 
Waggener’s leading scorer, Gambill was 
held to seven. 
 
The Cats oppose Atherton tomorrow 
night at Masonic Home Gym.  It should 
be a tightly contested duel, since Wag-
gener split with the Rebel’s Junior Var-
sity last year, and that squad just about 
comprises this year’s Atherton squad. 
 
Coach Adams has not decided who he 
will go with in this title Game, it is likely 
that it will be Armstrong and Lewis at 
guards, and Arterburn and Gambill at 
forwards and Gibbs Reese in the pivot. 
 
Ramey Simpson, out with an ankle in-
jury, may start if he is up. 
 

December 18, 1958 
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Football Highlights — 1958 
 

This year Waggener embarked upon its first season of varsity competition. Several weeks before school began, the 1958 
football team, guided by a fine staff of coaches, worked hard to shape up a top-notch team to meet our first foe, Stanford. 
 
On September 5, much excitement and expectation filled the air as the Wildcats boarded a Greyhound Bus for the impor-
tant trip to Stanford, Not only was this the Wildcats’ first varsity encounter, but also the first school-sponsored trip. 
 
The Wildcats lack of experience showed in the first half as they went to the dressing room in a 0 to 0 dead-lock. With re-
newed spirit the Cats raced onto the field determined to win. In the third quarter the sparked Wildcats found a winning 
combination, as speedy halfback, Bobby Sexton, broke through the Stanford defenses. Sexton scored twice on jaunts of 9 
and 18 yards. Also Perry Wood thrilled the Waggener spectators, as he scampered 15 yards to “paydirt.” Unfortunately 
Wood’s touchdown was nullified, due to a clipping penalty. 
 
A week later, the scene shifted to Eastern, where the Cats encountered a powerful Providence team for their first home 
game. 
 
The efficient Providence team had a decisive advantage in height and weight, using it well, as they con-tinually stopped 
Waggener on every Wildcat drive. 
 
Waggener proved no match for the big Providence team, as the Hoosiers grabbed a 33 to 0 decision. 
 
The Hoosiers outplayed, but didn’t outfight the Wildcats all the way. Spirited defensive plays by Kit George-head, Fred 
Neikirk, and Brent Robbins showed the Waggener fans the Wildcats weren’t quitters. 
 
The Cats’ encounter was with the cadets of K. M. 1. on September 19. Here our Wildcat cohorts invaded the cadet gridiron 
with the hope of avenging the hard fought loss of the prior week. 
 
A fumble-plagued first half left both teams fruitless, as the give-and-take affair resulted in a 0-0 halt at mid-way. 
 
A new fire began to burn in the Waggener squad as the second half began. Twice the Wildcats drove deep into enemy terri-
tory only to lose the ball by fumbling. Not until the closing minutes of the final period did the Cats give hard-running 
Bobby Sexton scoring opportunity, as he tallied from the one yard line with the winning 6.  The Wildcats took home a hard 
earned 6-0 victory. 
 
With a record of 2 and 1, the Waggener team collided with the school rival Durrett on September 26 at Fern Creek Field. A 
throng of about 1000 fans representing both schools filled the bleachers to capacity. 
 
The first half favored Durrett as the Demons, capitalizing on the breaks, managed to push the ball over for a score. Wag-
gener’s offense couldn’t mobilize and Durrett took a 1- 0 lead to the locker room at halftime. 
 
The cats began to move in the third period as they fought their way deep into Durrett territory, only to give up the ball on 
downs at the Durrett seven. Later in the fourth quarter, Waggener’s offense was again halted and for the last time. A down-
hearted Waggener squad was handed a depressing 7-0 defeat. 
 
On October 3, the Wildcats clashed with the Butler Bears of Shively. Butler, an experienced senior team proved rough on 
the Cats. 
 
The Butler team marched to “paydirt” four times during the first half to build up an unsurpassing lead. Fine defensive play 
by Howie Hatton sparked the defense as the Cats allowed Butler but one touchdown during the second stanza. The Wild-
cats biggest threat ended at the Bear 16 yard line. Butler took home a 32-0 victory. 
 
The scene of our next gridiron contest was Waggener’s field between the Wildcats and Oldham County. 
 
Climaxing a long drive in the second quarter, big Fred Davis, playing fullback, barreled his way over for a touchdown. 
After the kickoff Oldham County bounced right back securing a touchdown and tying the score before the end of the first 
half. 
 
Oldham County scored again, in the third quarter, to give them a 6 point margin. At this point, Waggener suffered a hard 
blow as hard-playing Fred Davis broke his leg and was taken from the game. Due to the defen-sive efforts of Russell 
Weikel, Bobby Leason, and Perry Wood, Oldham County failed to score again, but came out on the better half of a 13 to 7 
decision. 
 
With 14 players out with injuries, the Wildcats met the Daymen of Country Day on October 17. 
 
Waggener’s offense couldn’t move on the ground, so the Cats took to the air. Passing proved harmful as a Daymen inter-
ception set up the first score of the game. The first half ended 7 to 0 in favor of Country Day. 
 
 

Waggener High Sports:                         1958 

Courtesy of 1959 Lair.   



Football Highlights — 1958 
 

In the second half the well organized Daymen scored 3 more times and took a 27 to 0 lead. It looked as if Waggener would 
be shut-out until Bobby Sexton broke away for a T. D. Even though Steve Graef, Sam Pollitt, and Howe Hatton looked 
good on defense the Daymen handed Waggener a 27-7 defeat. 
 
Manual Stadium was the location of the Cats’ next contest as they faced Atherton on October 24. 
 
The Cats, handicapped by injuries, fought hard the first half, but long Rebel runs produced a leading 28 to 0 half time 
score. The Wildcats tried to bounce back the second half with passes from Wood to Neubauer, but before the Cats could 
score, the Rebels dampened our spark with a strong defense. Atherton scored three more touchdowns to sweep a 49 to 0 
victory. 
 
By this time the taste of defeat was becoming more and more bitter and after a strenuous week of drill, our Wildcats took 
on De Sales at Eastern’s Field on October 30, for their last game of the gridiron season. 
 
During the entire game both teams were stopped by “fumble-itis” and penalties. The Cats fought hard but couldn’t find a 
winning combination against the big De Sales team. The contest ended in a 0 to 0 deadlock. Perry Wood, Steve Catlett, and 
Bobby Sexton ran hard on offense while Dennie Garber, Elliot Neubauer, Sam Pollitt and Dave Simpson fought off the De 
Sales’ attack. 
 
Thus ended the 1958 football season. Next year we are looking, for a winning season not hampered by a handicap of inju-
ries and inexperience. 
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Courtesy of Dan Sundberg:  

Row 1, seated L to R:  Perry Wood, ????, ????, Daryl Beck, Bob Sexton, ????, ????, ????, ???? Steve Graef 
 
Row 2, Knelling, L to R: ????, ????, Dave Steffen, Norman Mosher, Frank Ensor, ????, Sam Pollitt, Elliot 
Newhauer, Brent Robbins, Tom Morgan, ????, Freddie Niekirk, Woody Axton, Joe McGill 
 
Remainder, standing, L to R:  ????, ????, Walsh, ????, ????, Rus Wiekel, Bill Mayhan, Denny Garber, Kit George-
head, ????, Davey Simpson, Mike Gladden, ????, Jim Braunhoffer, Beck, Stan Tucker, Bill Hendricks, Dan 
Sundberg, Dewey Hartsock, Bob Shouse, Bill Mahan, ????, ????, Don Martin 
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Courtesy Marie VanHoose Sayre (60), Trent Hutcheson (61):  
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Courtesy Daniel T. “Danny” Gray, III, (61): 
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Courtesy Marie VanHoose Sayre (60), Trent Hutcheson (61):  
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Basketball Highlights of 1958-59 
 
The good record of the Red and Grey basketball team of 1958—59 will long be remembered as a memorable season. As 
in all the sports of the 58-59 school year. the basketball team met varsity competition for the first time in school history. 
 
A 53-32 decision over Country Day started the season in good order. Mike Gambill and Gibbs Reese led the Cats with 12 
and 8 points respectively. 
 
The Wildcats winning streak was stopped when Oldham County fought off a late Waggener rally to win 55 to 47. Chuck 
Armstrong with 10 points was the only Waggener player in double figures. 
 
Waggener challenged a good Butler team on their next outing and fell defeated 54-38. The Cats collected a 11-3 early 
lead, but could not hold it as Butler went ahead and was never caught. Mike Gambill was high for Waggener with 11. 
 
Waggener’s practice sessions during the following week were put to good use as a 32 to 15 halftime score with Eminence 
testified. During the second half the Cats more than doubled their halftime score, sweeping a 65 to 41 victory from Emi-
nence. Kenny Lewis with 13 was high for Waggener, followed by Mel Borland and Chuck Armstrong with 11 each. 
 
The nip and tuck Atherton and Waggener game was a hard fought defeat for the Cats as Atherton took a 42 to 37 decision. 
A defeat in their next season game with Fern Creek produced a 2 and 4 record. Even though the Cats lost, Mike Gambill 
found the mark ‘7 times as he collected 13 points. 
 
While hitting 60 per cent of their shots, the Cats defeated DeSales 53 to 49. Brad Arterburn collected 6, followed by Mike 
Gambill and Ramey Simpson with 15 and 14 points respectively. 
 
In Waggener’s next encounter with Durrett, Brad Arterburn broke the Demons’ back with a big 23 points as he paced the 
Wildcats to a 43 to 40 victory. 
 
Waggener lost a very close game to Southern in their next outing, 52 to 50. Pacing the Cats with 15 and 14 points were 
Gibbs Reese and Ramey Simpson. 
 
In the games that followed, Waggener took four straight victories from Eminence, De Sales, Durrett, and Midway. In this 
four game series Mike Gambill collected a tremendous 72 points. 
 
Following the four straight victories came, the hard blow of four losses the Butler, Franklin County, Trinity, and Fern 
Creek. 
 
We can be justly proud of our 8 and 9 record, achieved by our ‘58-’59 Varsity Basketball Team. During the season, Wag-
gener’s big threat was Mike Gambill, who collected a fabulous 208 points for the 17 game season. 
 
Team offense 
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